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Sparkling Amazons: Abstract Expressionist Women of the 9th St.
Show
Katonah Museum of Art   KATONAH | NEW YORK | USA

OCTOBER 06, 2019-JANUARY 26, 2020

Save to calendar

Sparkling Amazons presents the often-overlooked contribution by women artists to the Abstract Expressionist movement and the significant role they played as bold

innovators within the New York School during the 1940s and 50s. Through the presentation of some 30 works of art alongside documentary photography, the

exhibition captures an important moment in the history of Abstract Expressionism.

The catalyst for this project is the groundbreaking 9th St. show arranged by avant-garde artists with the help of the fledgling gallerist, Leo Castelli in 1951. The show

became a pivotal moment for the emergence and acceptance of Abstract Expressionism. The artists of the 9th St. show had struggled to gain critical recognition

having been shut out by museums and galleries due to the radical nature of their work. Of the more than 60 artists in the show, including many who were to become

prominent figures in Abstract Expressionism, only 11 were women. This is the first time works by these extraordinary women will be brought together since the 9th

St. show took place 68 years ago.

In the early 1970s, the preeminent editor and art critic, Thomas Hess, would refer to them as “sparkling Amazons.” These women would neither have viewed

themselves as “Amazons” nor as feminists; they simply worked and lived as artists, pursuing their professions with the same dedication as their male counterparts

even though the social stakes were much higher for them at the time. Several of the artists, including Lee Krasner, Joan Mitchell, Elaine de Kooning and Helen

Frankenthaler went on to have distinguished careers and have found their rightful place in the art historical canon. Others, including Grace Hartigan, Perle Fine and

Anne Ryan, enjoyed critical success. The remainder, Sonia Sekula, Day Schnabel, Jean Steubing and Guitou Knoop are yet to be fully recognized by art history, a fact

that this exhibition addresses.

Image: Elaine de Kooning (1918–1989) | Bullfight, 1959 | oil on canvas | 77 3/8 in. x 130 1/2 in. (197.7 x 331.47 cm) | Denver Art Museum Collection: Vance H.

Kirkland Acquisition Fund, 2012.300 | © Elaine de Kooning Trust | Photography courtesy of the Denver Art Museum

ANNE RYAN DAY SCHNABEL

ELAINE DE KOONING GRACE HARTIGAN

GUITOU KNOOP HELEN FRANKENTHALER

JEAN STEUBING JOAN MITCHELL

Artists on show

Log In  Sign up

Search by artist, artwork, auction etc.

1

     Please note that this site uses cookies. For more information, see our Cookie Policy ×

https://www.mutualart.com/Organization/Katonah-Museum-of-Art/E952C46A84FB247F
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/New-York-School/68383E5E14B4EE35
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Leo-Castelli/6C9BC881ECD0D2D9
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Lee-Krasner/A9B48E9875A0E44A
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Joan-Mitchell/DB047ED8C271F63A
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Elaine-de-Kooning/D3ED075C8D3171C0
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Helen-Frankenthaler/406352AD3B6A91D0
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Grace-Hartigan/94164721FD9448BF
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Perle-Fine/17718B256017D4BD
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Anne-Ryan/9913564ECD57842E
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Sonja-Sekula/45F76B7F5DAE4CE7
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Day-Schnabel/9AED0D003A4D55FF
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Jean-Steubing/7810330F7D059A67
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Guitou-Knoop/97035B63C820E6A2
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Anne-Ryan/9913564ECD57842E
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Day-Schnabel/9AED0D003A4D55FF
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Elaine-de-Kooning/D3ED075C8D3171C0
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Grace-Hartigan/94164721FD9448BF
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Guitou-Knoop/97035B63C820E6A2
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Helen-Frankenthaler/406352AD3B6A91D0
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Jean-Steubing/7810330F7D059A67
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Joan-Mitchell/DB047ED8C271F63A
https://www.mutualart.com/login
https://www.mutualart.com/signup
https://www.mutualart.com/
https://www.mutualart.com/Static/PrivacyPolicy#cookiesPolicy


10/25/2019 MutualArt.com - The Web's Largest Art Information Service.

https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/Sparkling-Amazons--Abstract-Expressionis/B98564AD511565F3 2/3

Contact details

What's on nearby

LEE KRASNER LEO CASTELLI

NEW YORK SCHOOL PERLE FINE

SONJA SEKULA

V I E W  O N  M A P

Website

+1.914.232.9555

Sunday 12:00 - 5:00 PM

Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Route 22 at Jay Street

Katonah, NY, USA 10536

One: Xu Bing
BROOKLYN MUSEUM OF ART

BROOKLYN | NEW YORK | USA

OCT 25,2019 - APR 26,2020

Richard Tuttle: Basis, 70s Drawings
PACE NEW YORK (540 WEST 25TH STREET)

CHELSEA | NEW YORK | USA

OCT 25,2019 - DEC 21,2019

Log In  Sign up

Search by artist, artwork, auction etc.

1

     Please note that this site uses cookies. For more information, see our Cookie Policy ×

https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Lee-Krasner/A9B48E9875A0E44A
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Leo-Castelli/6C9BC881ECD0D2D9
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/New-York-School/68383E5E14B4EE35
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Perle-Fine/17718B256017D4BD
https://www.mutualart.com/Artist/Sonja-Sekula/45F76B7F5DAE4CE7
http://www.katonahmuseum.org/
tel:+1.914.232.9555
https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/One--Xu-Bing/13B87A41819F5A0B
https://www.mutualart.com/Organization/Brooklyn-Museum-of-Art/EF128C1F41CD34F7
https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/Richard-Tuttle--Basis--70s-Drawings/484457D24D4DF897
https://www.mutualart.com/Gallery/Pace-New-York--540-West-25th-Street-/F741D5B07A32DB31
https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/One--Xu-Bing/13B87A41819F5A0B
https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/Richard-Tuttle--Basis--70s-Drawings/484457D24D4DF897
https://www.mutualart.com/login
https://www.mutualart.com/signup
https://www.mutualart.com/
https://www.mutualart.com/Static/PrivacyPolicy#cookiesPolicy


10/25/2019 MutualArt.com - The Web's Largest Art Information Service.

https://www.mutualart.com/Exhibition/Sparkling-Amazons--Abstract-Expressionis/B98564AD511565F3 3/3

Rachel Harrison: Life Hack
WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

GREENWICH VILLAGE | NEW YORK | USA

OCT 25,2019 - JAN 12,2020
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